
RESPONSE FROM THE AUDITOR GENERAL FOR SCOTLAND TO THE PUBLIC 
AUDIT COMMITTEE, DATED 2 JULY 2014 
 
Public Audit Committee Report: NHS financial performance 2012/13 and 
Management of patients on NHS waiting list - audit update 
 
I am writing in response to the committee's report NHS financial performance 2012/13 and 
Management of patients on NHS waiting lists - audit update. My report on the NHS in 
Scotland 2013/14 will be published in October 2014 and will include an update on the 
following areas, as requested by the committee:  
 

 progress towards NRAC parity (para 28 of the PAC report) 

 NHS boards' spending on private sector healthcare (para 74). 
 
My report will also comment on areas where the committee has asked the Scottish 
Government for an update: 
 

 the Scottish Government's plans for increasing year-end financial flexibility in the NHS 
(para 17-18) 

 how the Scottish Government and NHS boards are improving longer-term financial 
planning (para 22-23). 

 
The committee invited me to comment on the effectiveness of reporting on, and the level 
of use of, confidentiality clauses (para 91). My report on the NHS in Scotland 2013/14 will 
comment on the number of settlement agreements that include these clauses and highlight 
any concerns raised by local auditors. It will also comment on the new arrangements 
introduced by the Scottish Government. As the new system was introduced in 2014 and 
the new standard template for settlement agreements has still to be agreed, it may be too 
early to comment on reporting arrangements at NHS boards. I will therefore report the 
following year on governance arrangements relating to the use of confidentiality clauses in 
settlement agreements at NHS boards.  
 
The committee also invited me to comment on the quality and range of data recorded on 
NHS waiting time performance (para 63). I will be happy to provide the committee with an 
update and comment, either in the report on the NHS in Scotland 2013/14 or in a separate 
letter. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Caroline Gardner 
Auditor General for Scotland  


